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HoOoLY TRANSFIGURATION
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

3431 Trickum Road NE — Marietta, GA 30066 — Tel. 770-924-8080

Our purpose is to lead people to the Kingdom of God. y T
. IC i xC ,
Our mission is to provide a place of worship Eod
where people actively gather to practice their authentic . | e
METRCROLIS Orthodox Christian faith to impact the world. JA,

Fr. Panayiotis Papageorgiou, Ph.D., Protopresbyter
Fr. John Brown, Protopresbyter
Fr. Michael Tishel, Presbyter
Fr. Christopher Zaferes, Presbyter

SUNDAY—THE LORD’S DAY—JUNE 14, 2026

Second Sunday of Matthew
Musical Mode: First Mode  Second Eothinon Gospel: Mark 16: 1-8

Readings of the Day: Romans 2: 10-16 & Matthew 4: 18-23

Today’s Saints: Prophet Elisseus (Elisha); Methodius the Confessor, Patriarch of
Constantinople; Cyril, Bishop of Gortyna; The Holy Martyrs of Estonia: the Priests Basil, John,
John, Artemios, and Nicholas; the Deacons Vasili and Peter; the Presytera Martha; and John,
Theodor, & Anna

APOLYTIKION OF THE PARISH

MetepoodpwOnge év T dgeL XpLoté 6 Ocodg, deifag Toic Mabnrtais gov trv dd&av oov, kabwg
nNdvvavto. Aappov kali fpiv Toig ApAQTWA0IS, T0 pws Tov TO &idlov, meeoPeialg TG
Be0ToK0V, PWTOdOTA dAE TOL.

Metemorféthis en to 6ri, Hristé o Theos, dixas tis Mathités sou, tin doxan sou kathés idinanto;
lampson ke imin tis amartolis, to fos sou to aidion, presvies tis Theotékou, Fotodéta déxa si.

You were transfigured upon the mountain, O Christ our God, showing to Your disciples, Your glory as
much as they could bear. Do also in us, sinners though we may be, shine Your everlasting light, by the




TODAY’S HYMNS

Entrance Hymn. Second Mode.
Come, let us worship and bow down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, risen from the dead. We sing to You, Alleluia.

Please sing along with us after the Small Entrance, as you are able.

Resurrectional Apolytikion. First Mode.
The stone having been sealed by the Pharisees and chief priests, * and Your all-immaculate body being
guarded by soldiers, * You rose on the third day, O Lord and Savior, granting life unto the world. *
Then the powers of the heavens cried out to You, O Giver of Life, and shouted, * “Glory to Your
resurrection, O Christ! * Glory to Your eternal rule! * Glory to Your plan for saving us, only benevolent
God!

For the Prophet. Fourth Mode.

The angel incarnate and the Prophets” pedestal, * the second Forerunner of the coming of Christ, Elias
the glorious, * sent down to Elisha the divine grace from heaven. * He drives away diseases and he
cleanses lepers. * Therefore he pours out healings to those who honor him.

Apolytikion of the Parish. Grave Mode.
[See inside front cover]

Kontakion of Feast. Second Mode.
O Protection of Christians that never falls, intercession with the Creator that never fails, we sinners beg
you, do not ignore the voices of our prayers. O good Lady, we implore you, quickly come unto our aid,
when we cry out to you with faith. Hurry to intercession, and hasten to supplication, O Theotokos who
protect now and ever those who honor you.

WHERE TO FIND INFORMATION ABOUT ORTHODOXY

Trisagion Films: On YouTube, Facebook and website, www.trisagionfilms.com

Follow our Podcasts: “An Imperfect Podcast” - You can now listen to the entire series on iTunes,
Spotify, GooglePlay, PlayerFM, and Sticher. You can find the entire series on iTunes here as well: http://
tinyurl.com/y5ved9lk

For audio of spiritual discussions: Ancient Faith Radio: www.ancientfaith.com
Visit our Church Bookstore for books, icons and other spiritual items for your home.

Visit our Library at https://holytransfiguration.info/ministries/education/library/

To learn more about the Orthodox Faith, speak to Father Panayiotis and he will guide you.
Email him at frpanayiotis@holytransfiguration.info to schedule an appointment.



http://www.trisagionfilms.com
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Fy5ved9lk%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0jb_7UI9ptrIQAEFJ9Dwnhy9VDHK0PX1u3LYRaDRhP-FtGwjhI944nkCg&h=AT1gc5B0GyofaMrgm-PXaWgYrYY9QH_QVxaU5SyaI39n2ReQaKVgdGrHs76CJvJwn7s16WTEy608k7-huyKP55N0Do2peioVFM3tbYRdF1mzimamU0pbUUZmQkKokOLFS6ik6x2vVknpA7ltqgyoqOHImUql4Skzi17xtnzbp7LOubRS6ckxKkSMZuITcVgrCY3NJRR4f2zDDQDyqly8RRH0Vk-XzS3N_9wb8aKZJK8XBrK_AumTYIs-x0KrIPSQFC0IFYdGR58sIYOAVftCpyhErNyxflw--3w8fPnJmLtJ6XkvNawcr9QG8JrIL-sbaiz1KuMjSaA_9itn59ynyCjPyIK61jc0s72jkmxo_uZ_SNlrJc3DeI1pOmmUcf0QxrLV2gqu2eElLafeSq8PY7XkLWZETYzJ7JiQRqqYi_qSipoZpewqnIZ9_MUmmuEZDk8fa0R0NVP2XSHQYx4C4gAKf6ubaoNfHJX2DczwlthVWOtSTbunjG2AHuIOpE8-fdlqCd8ixseQnHgVRhZsJNZBtICBTv4AQWboo28iZbS3Y4bXgFW2RQF9jmqWpwUDCkwJ7WydylE-sZPH8U6r1s4qqOFml98gPy51C5fD5ZZrGu_7oZh7woJHDRwdfpJfQozZwb0
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Fy5ved9lk%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0jb_7UI9ptrIQAEFJ9Dwnhy9VDHK0PX1u3LYRaDRhP-FtGwjhI944nkCg&h=AT1gc5B0GyofaMrgm-PXaWgYrYY9QH_QVxaU5SyaI39n2ReQaKVgdGrHs76CJvJwn7s16WTEy608k7-huyKP55N0Do2peioVFM3tbYRdF1mzimamU0pbUUZmQkKokOLFS6ik6x2vVknpA7ltqgyoqOHImUql4Skzi17xtnzbp7LOubRS6ckxKkSMZuITcVgrCY3NJRR4f2zDDQDyqly8RRH0Vk-XzS3N_9wb8aKZJK8XBrK_AumTYIs-x0KrIPSQFC0IFYdGR58sIYOAVftCpyhErNyxflw--3w8fPnJmLtJ6XkvNawcr9QG8JrIL-sbaiz1KuMjSaA_9itn59ynyCjPyIK61jc0s72jkmxo_uZ_SNlrJc3DeI1pOmmUcf0QxrLV2gqu2eElLafeSq8PY7XkLWZETYzJ7JiQRqqYi_qSipoZpewqnIZ9_MUmmuEZDk8fa0R0NVP2XSHQYx4C4gAKf6ubaoNfHJX2DczwlthVWOtSTbunjG2AHuIOpE8-fdlqCd8ixseQnHgVRhZsJNZBtICBTv4AQWboo28iZbS3Y4bXgFW2RQF9jmqWpwUDCkwJ7WydylE-sZPH8U6r1s4qqOFml98gPy51C5fD5ZZrGu_7oZh7woJHDRwdfpJfQozZwb0
http://www.ancientfaith.com
https://holytransfiguration.info/ministries/education/library/
mailto:frpanayiotis@holytransfiguration.info

Readings of the 2nd Sunday of Matthew

Avayvaopota B’ Kugroxiic Matfaiov

AmoagtoAog mEog ‘Pwuaiovg (2.10-16)
AdeA@oi, 60&a 8¢ kai Tiun Kai eipnvn Tavti o
gpyadoueve 1o ayabov, Tovdaigm te mpdTOV Kai
"EAMN VL 00 YAp £0TIV TPOCMOITOANWIA TTApd TG
Be®. ‘0001 Yap AvOUmg HUAPTOV, GVOU®S Kai
amoAodvtal kai 6001 &v VO fjuaptov, dii
VOpov kp1nocovtat: ov yop oi dkpoatai Tod
vopov Sikaiot mapd @ Oed, AN’ oi ontai Tod
vopov SikaiwBnoovral. ‘Otav yap 0vn o un
VOUOV EXOVTA YUOEL TA TOD VOOV TTO1fj, OVTOL,
VOUOV Um £XOVTEG, £AVTOIG €101V VOUOG: OTIVEG
gvdeikvuvtal o £pyoV Tod VOUOL YPATITOV £V TAIG
Kkapdiaig avTdV, CUUUAPTLVPOVOTC AVTHV THG
oLVEIST)OEWS, KA HETAED GAANA®Y TGV AOYIOUDV
KATNYOPOUVTI®YV 1| KAi ATOAOYOVUEV®YV, £V UEPQ
6te kpvel 6 Bedg T KPLITTA TOV AVOPOTTWV, KATH
TO 0AYYEAOV pov, 61a Tnood Xprotod.

Evayyeiiov Kata MatOaiov (4.18-23)

Td kapd Ekelve, mepatdv O mapa v
faraocoav tiig TaAhaiag £16e §vo adehpovg,
Yiuwva tov Aeyopevov Iétpov kai "AvSpéav tov
aSeA@ov avtod, BaAlovtag au@ifAnotpov eig v
Dalaocoav: qoav yap GAeig kai Aéyel avtoig:
0edTe OTOW POV KAl TTOW0m DUAG GAIETG
avBphmwv. oi 8¢ eH0Ewg dpévteg Ta dikTva
frolovOnoav avtd. Kai mpofag ékeibev £ibev
dAAovg 600 adeApong, Takwpov Tov T0D
ZePebaiov kai ‘Iwavvny tov adeApov avtod, £v
) Aol petd ZePedaiov 10 maATPOg AVTOY
Kataptidovtag T SikTua avT®dv, Kai EKGAeoev
avTovg. 01 8¢ €006 dpévTeg TO TAOTOV KAl TOV
TATEPA ADT®V fKoAovONoav avtd. Kai mepiijyev
6Anv v F'aAaiav 6 "Inoodg S18aokwv év taig
oLVAYWYAIG AVTAV KAl KNPOHoomV TO e0AYYEAIOV
¢ Paoiieiag kai Oepamedwv maoav véoov kai
AoAV HOAAKIAY £V T Aad.

Epistle Reading (Romans 2.10-16)

Brethren, glory and honor and peace for
every one who does good, the Jew first and
also the Greek. For God shows no partiality.
All who have sinned without the law will also
perish without the law, and all who have
sinned under the law will be judged by the
law. For it is not the hearers of the law who
are righteous before God, but the doers of
the law who will be justified. When Gentiles
who have not the law do by nature what the
law requires, they are a law to themselves,
even though they do not have the law. They
show that what the law requires is written on
their hearts, while their conscience also
bears witness and their conflicting thoughts
accuse or perhaps excuse them on that day
when, according to my gospel, God judges
the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.

Gospel Reading (Matthew 4.18-23)

At that time, as Jesus walked by the Sea of
Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is
called Peter and Andrew his brother, casting
a net into the sea; for they were fishermen.
And he said to them, "Follow me, and I will
make you fishers of men." Immediately they
left their nets and followed him. And going
on from there he saw two other brothers,
James the son of Zeb'edee and John his
brother, in the boat with Zeb'edee their
father, mending their nets, and he called
them. Immediately they left the boat and
their father, and followed him. And he went
about all Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues and preaching the gospel of the
kingdom and healing every disease and
every infirmity among the people.



Parish Council On Duty: Steve Tingas/Danny Vlahiotis

Greeters On Duty: Rosa Lubbers/Jon Papastrat

Ushers On Duty: Harry Mavromatidis/Chris Davis/Pete Bilson/Jon Papastrat
Prosforo Bakers: Amalia Vlachos/Susan Awad/Lois Bafas

Sun. June 14 Second Sunday of Matthew

8:45 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
11:30 am Second Sunday YA Class.& Discussion
A Memorial Service is given by Maria & Angelo Angelakos for
Demetrios Spears (15 years), Maria’s father; Stavroula Angelakos (26 years) and
Nicholas Angelakos (25 years), Angelo’s mother & father; Baby Nicholas
Angelakos (23 years) child of Maria & Angelo. May their memory be eternal!
A Memorial Service is given by Maro & Costa Neocleous for Eleni,
Neoclis, Socrates, Socrates, Panayiotis and Katerina.
May their memory be eternal!
12:30 pm Fellowship Coffee Hour

Tue. June 16 10:45 am Kafenion-PLC Upper Atrium
7:00 pm Mixed Choir Practice-Church Sanctuary

Wed. June 17 10:00 am Chair Exercise Class-PLC Classroom #127
7:00 pm Intro to Orthodoxy-PLC Classroom #130
7:00 pm TOA Informational Gathering-Lighthouse

Thu. June 18 7:00 pm Men’s Choir Practice-Church Sanctuary

Sat. June 20 10:00 am Cartersville Orthodox Mission Divine Liturgy-
at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
850 Douthit Ferry Road, Cartersville, GA 30120
3:30 pm Bloodworth Baptism
4:30 pm Rental: Baptism Reception
5:00 pm Great Vespers

Sun. June 21 Third Sunday of Matthew | Father’s Day
8:45 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
12:30 pm Fellowship Coffee Hour

See full calendar for the rest of the schedule: www.holytransfiguration.info/calendar


http://www.holytransfiguration.info/calendar

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Adult Catechism and Bible Study:

— Intro to Orthodoxy next meets on Wed. June
17 and continues every Wednesday through Aug.
26 (except Aug. 5). Fr. John will lead the meeting
in Classroom #130 from 7:00-8:30 pm.

— Bible Study (Colossians) starts on Wed. Aug.
19 and continues every Wednesday through Sept.
16 (except for Aug. 26). Fr. John will lead the
meeting in the PLC Library from 11:00 am-12:30
pm.

Transfiguration Orthodox Academy
Informational Gathering: TOA will host an open
house on Wed. Jun. 17 from 7-8:30 pm. Learn
more about our PK4-8th grade hybrid school,
Monday Enrichment Program, and a la carte
classes for 7th & 8th graders. Visit tinyurl.com/
TOA/OpenHouse to register by Jun. 16.

Cartersville Divine Liturgy: All are invited to the
Orthodox Divine Liturgy in Cartersville, GA on
Sat. Jun. 20 at 10:00 am at St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church, 850 Douthit Ferry Rd,
Cartersville, GA 30120.

Vacation Church School Camp: Mon.-Fri., Jun.
22-26, 8:45 am-12:45 pm. Theme: Behold the
Light! Cost is $75 per child. Scan above QR code
to access flyer on Ministry News page.

TOA Come Teach with Us: Transfiguration
Orthodox Academy is hiring & also accepting new
students. Scan above QR code to access flyer on
Ministry News page.

TOA 2026-2027 School Year: Enrollment is
open! Visit www.toamarietta.com for more info.

TOA Offering Middle School Courses:
Transfiguration Orthodox Academy is excited to
offer new Middle School Courses in Math, Science,
Composition, and History. Scan above QR code to
access flyer on Ministry News page.

Save the Date: The evening of Sat. Aug. 22,
honoring Father Panayiotis’ Retirement,
immediately following Vespers. More details to
come!

Parish Weekend Retreat: with Pres. Constantina
Palmer, author of “The Scent of Holiness” & other

books. Fri. Aug. 28 & Sat. Aug. 29. Scan QR
code to access flyer on Ministry News page.

RECURRING MINISTRY EVENTS

Catechism (Youth PreK-12th grade): Classes
meet on Sundays in the classrooms of the PLC
following Communion. ALL CHILDREN MUST BE
REGISTERED! Register online, https://
holytransfiguration.info/ministries/education/
catechism/

Chair Exercise Program: Our next meeting will
be Wed. Jun. 17, at 10:00 am in PLC Classroom
#127. Please text Ann Zakreski at 770.329.7421 if
you plan to come.

GOYA: For rising 6th-graders thru High schoolers.
Weekly meetings for fun and fellowship on

Wednesdays. Email goya@holytransfiguration.info

to join our email list. Next meeting Jun. 24.

Greek School: Greek language and culture
classes for youth and adults, funded through
tuition. The 2026-2027 school year will begin in
August. Registration will open later this year and
run through Aug. 14. Scan above QR code to
access flyer on Ministry News page.

Hellenic Dance: Greek dance troupes for Pre-K
through adults. On summer break.

Email Paulina Vastakis at
hellenicdance@holytransfiguration.info with
questions.

Life and Faith Transitions Group: Join us as We
Discover Christ in the Psalms. Upcoming Session
via Zoom: Sat. Jun. 27. For info & Zoom invite
reach out to BJ at 404-771-9335 or
spanosbj@gmail.com.

Mixed Choir: Next practice Tues. Jun 16 from
7:00-9:00 p.m. in the Church.

Men’s Choir: Next practice Thu. Jun. 18 from
7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Church. Singing the Divine
Liturgy on Sun. Jun. 28.

Parea: Our next meeting is on Thu. Jun. 18. Join
us as all are welcome.


http://tinyurl.com/TOA/OpenHouse
http://tinyurl.com/TOA/OpenHouse
http://www.toamarietta.com
https://holytransfiguration.info/ministries/education/catechism/
https://holytransfiguration.info/ministries/education/catechism/
https://holytransfiguration.info/ministries/education/catechism/
mailto:goya@holytransfiguration.info
mailto:hellenicdance@holytransfiguration.info
mailto:spanosbj@gmail.com

Philoptochos 2026 Membership Drive: renew or
join for the first time, https://
holytransfiguration.info/philoptochos

Philoptochos Book Club: Calling ALL Book
Lovers! Come join the Philoptochos Book Club! We
meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 11 am
in the PLC Library followed by optional lunch out.
ALL book lover readers are welcomed to come.
NEXT MEETING - Tue. Sept. 1, at 11:00 am.
Book - My Friends by Frederick Bachman.

Spiritual Book Club: We are reading Everyday
Saints (available in church bookstore). Join us on
Mon. July 13 at 7pm in the PLC Library Email
mgavalas@holytransfiguration.info to register.
Scan above QR code to access flyer.

Young Adults in their 20’s and 30’s meet twice a
month for continuing education & fellowship.
Want to learn more? Join the HTGOC Young
Adults GroupMe chat for notifications on events.
Contact:

Fr. Chris (frchri
Ministry Lead
(youngadults@holytransfiguration.info).

Next meeting: Sun. June 14 (Second Sunday).

olytransfiguration.info) or

LINKS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

2026 Annual Membership Campaign: see the
Stewardship section to learn more.

Clergy or Pastoral Assistant Home Visit: Are you
or someone you know unable to attend church due
to illness or some other reason? Would you or
someone you know like a visit from a member of
our clergy team or lay volunteer? If so, please scan
or click the QR code to fill out a form and we will
do our very best to arrange times to visit! Scan QR
code (on left page) to access further details on
Ministry News page.

Driver Ministry: The Driver Ministry is here to
support our parish family by offering
transportation to those who need assistance getting
to: Medical or personal appts., Grocery stores &
errands, Church services & parish events, & other
essential local needs. This ministry is open to any
parishioner who may benefit from a little extra
help. We are also warmly welcoming volunteer
drivers who feel called to serve. Even one ride a
month can make a meaningful difference in
someone's life. If you or someone you know needs a
ride or want to volunteer please contact Eleni
Reese, elenir @gmail.com, or 630-854-2174.

Fellowship/Coffee Hour Sponsorship is a great
way to honor someone's birthday, nameday,
memory, or a significant event with your church
family. For ministries, it is a great opportunity to
bring awareness to your group and gain members.
Reserve your date by scanning or clicking the QR
code. Scan QR code (on left page) to access further
details on Ministry News page.

Parish Life Committee Seeks Team Members!
Parish Life, the behind-the-scenes group that
brings the community together, is looking for
volunteers to help with Sunday coffee hour and
other events. Please contact:

Eleni: EReese@holytransfiguration.info
Cherie: CCookorinis@holytransfiguration.info
Lela: LBridgers@holytransfiguration.info

Philoptochos Assistance: If you or someone who's
part of your community is in need, Philoptochos is
here to help. Please contact Jamie Hughes at
770-710-7733 or jahughes421@gmail.com for
details.

Phishing Scam Awareness: The church (priests,
staff, Parish Council, ministry leads) will NEVER

email or text you asking for you to buy gift cards or
send money for any reason. If you receive such a
message, IT IS A SCAM. Please disregard the
request and report it to the church office
(office@holytransfiguration.info or
770-924-8080). Always verify requests for financial
assistance through direct communication with the
church office. Protect yourself, your personal
information, fellow parishioners, & the church by
being cautious of these fraudulent attempts.

Youth Ministries Registration: Registration for
our 2025-2026 youth ministries (Catechism,
Hellenic Dance, HOPE & JOY, GOYA) is mandatory
for youth to participate in these ministries. Register
online via the Catechism webpage, Youth section,
https://holytransfiguration.info/ministries/
education/catechism/

BEYOND HOLY T.
Scan above QR code to access flyer on Ministry
News page.


https://holytransfiguration.info/ministries/philanthropy/philoptochos/
https://holytransfiguration.info/ministries/philanthropy/philoptochos/
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mailto:jahughes421@gmail.com
mailto:office@holytransfiguration.info
https://holytransfiguration.info/ministries/education/catechism/
https://holytransfiguration.info/ministries/education/catechism/

'RISEUP. "
AND BUILD

NEHEMIAH 2:18

Building Up the Body of Chwist -

€ STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY

SO YOU KNOW

GENERAL FUND (GF) INCOME AND
EXPENSES

01/01/26-05/31/26

Stewardship Contributions: $381,189
Other GF Income: $140,419
Total GF Income $521,608

Total GF Expenses: —$508,027

Net General Fund Balance: $13, 581

2026 STEWARDSHIP REPORT
AS OF 06/11/26

Stewardship Shortfall: [ 1100

2026 STEWARDSHIP
CAMPAIGN

How to submit your 2026
Membership/Stewardship Card:

1. PAPER: Grab a paper Stewardship
form from a Parish Council member in
the Narthex on Sunday. You may mail
back the completed paper form to the
Church or drop the completed form in
the offering tray.

2. ONLINE: You may complete the
Online Membership/Stewardship Form
on the website’s Stewardship page
(https:/ /holytransfiguration.info

join/).
3. SCAN: use this QR
Lk E code. Simply point your
—=' camera at the QR code
= and click the yellow link
that appears in the
image frame.

KEEP UP TO DATE ON MINISTRY NEWS

1. To keep up with events digitally, please register with our email database if you haven't
already at https://tinyurl.com/yudcpubr. If you're on our list, make sure you've added

office@holytransfiguration.info to your safe senders list and contact list.

2. Ministry News is emailed every Wednesday complete with flyers and details En e

about special events, recurring ministries, and events beyond Holy
Transfiguration. Scan the QR code on the right to access the most recent

email.

3. The Church Website has an up-to-date calendar and ministry pages and can
be found at https://holytransfiguration.info.

4. Weekend Email with livestream links and a weekend schedule reminder goes out every

Friday.

5. Check out the Ministry Bulletin Boards on the upper and lower level of the Parish Life

Center for details about upcoming events.


https://tinyurl.com/yudcpubr
https://holytransfiguration.info
https://holytransfiguration.info/join/
https://holytransfiguration.info/join/
https://holytransfiguration.info/join/

8 )

Orthodox Christians who have prepared spiritually are invited to come
forward “with the fear of God, with faith, and with love” to receive Holy
Communion. Non-Orthodox Christians may receive the blessed bread
(antidoron) offered at the conclusion of the service, but not Holy Communion.
They may come up to receive a blessing during Holy Communion if they wish.
Preparation for Holy Communion includes confession of sins (even of sinful
thoughts) and repentance, making peace with those around us, forgiving those
who hurt us, asking for forgiveness from those we have hurt, and prayer. There

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION

\_

is a special set of prayers called "Preparation for Holy Communion" to help
prepare. If you have further questions regarding the proper preparation for
Holy Communion, please speak with Fr. Panayiotis.

J

The Apostles’ Call and Ours

But note both their faith and their obedience.
For though they were in the midst of their work
(and you know how time consuming a chore
fishing is), when they heard His command they
did not delay or procrastinate. They did not say,
“Let us return home, and talk things over with
our family.” Instead, “they left everything be-
hind and followed,” even as Elisha did when he
followed Elijah. For Christ seeks this kind of
obedience from us, such that we delay not even
for a moment, though something absolutely
most necessary should vehemently press in on
us.

S8t. John Chrysostom

'The kingdom of heaven has no price tag on
it. It is worth as much as you have. For Zac-
chaeus it was worth half of what he owned, be-
cause the other half that he had unjustly pock-

eted he promised to restore four-fold. For Peter
and Andrew it was worth the nets and vessel
they had left behind; for the widow it was worth
two copper coins; for another it was worth a cup
of cold water. So, as we said, the kingdom of
heaven is worth as much as you have.

S8t. Gregory the Great

Like Peter, Andrew, James and John, we
have been called to discipleship. As such, we
are given the name of “Christian.” But are we
conscious what that name stands for, what re-
sponsibility comes with it? It is more than just a
title or a label. To be a disciple of Christ, to bear
the name of Christian, compels us to take on
the responsibility — regardless of the difficulty
and cost — of living the Gospel every moment
of our lives.

Eastern Christian Bulletin Service, PO Box 146, Fairfax, VA 22038-0146
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