SUNDAY OF THE BLIND MAN

Icon of the Gospel of the Blind Man
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SUNDAY—THE LORD’S DAY—MAY 17, 2026

Sunday of the Blind Man
Musical Mode: Plagal of the First Mode
Eighth Eothinon Gospel: John 20: 11-18
Readings of the Day: Acts 16: 16-34 & John 9: 1-38

Today’s Saints: Andronicus & Junia; Theophanes & Nectarios; Nicholas the Younger who was
martyred; Theodotos the Martyr of Ancyra & the 7 Virgin-martyrs; Athanasios, Arch of Christianopolis;
New Martyrs of Batak, Bulgaria

APOLYTIKION OF THE PARISH

MetepoodwOn s év T doel Xprote 60 Oedg, deifag Toic Mabnrtais gov thv d0&av gov, kabwg
ndvvavrto. Adpupov kai UiV Toig ApaQTwAois, T0 ¢pws oov To &idlov, mpeafeials trg Aeotdkov,
dwTodOTA DOER TOL.

Metemorféthis en to 6ri, Hristé o Theds, dixas tis Mathités sou, tin déxan sou kathés idinanto; lampson
ke imin tis amartolis, to fos sou to aidion, presvies tis Theotékou, Fotodéta déxa si.

You were transfigured upon the mountain, O Christ our God, showing to Your disciples, Your glory as
much as they could bear. Do also in us, sinners though we may be, shine Your everlasting light, by the
intercessions of the Theotokos, O Giver of Light, glory to You.




TODAY’S HYMNS

Entrance Hymn. Second Mode.
Bless God in the churches, the Lord from the fountains of Israel.
Save us, O Son of God, risen from the dead. We sing to You, Alleluia.

Please sing along with us after the Small Entrance, as you are able.

Resurrectional Apolytikion. Plagal of the First Mode.

As the Father and Spirit are unoriginate, * so the Word, who was born from the Virgin for us.
* Let us praise Him, O believers, and let us worship Him. * For our salvation He was pleased
* to be crucified in the flesh, * and to undergo death, * and to resurrect the dead, by His
glorious resurrection.

Apolytikion of the Parish. Grave Mode.
[See inside front cover]

Kontakion of Pascha. Plagal of the Fourth Mode.

Though You went down into the tomb, O Immortal One, yet You brought down the dominion
of Hades; and You rose as the victor, O Christ our God; and You called out “Rejoice” to the
Myrrh-bearing women, and gave peace to Your Apostles, O Lord who to the fallen grant
resurrection.

WHERE TO FIND INFORMATION ABOUT ORTHODOXY

Trisagion Films: On YouTube, Facebook and website, www.trisagionfilms.com
Follow our Podcasts: “An Imperfect Podcast” - You can now listen to the entire series on
iTunes, Spotify, GooglePlay, PlayerFM, and Sticher. You can find the entire series on iTunes here as
well: http://tinyurl.com/y5ved9lk

For audio of spiritual discussions: Ancient Faith Radio: www.ancientfaith.com
Visit our Church Bookstore for books, icons and other spiritual items for your home.

Visit our Library at https://holytransfiguration.info/ministries/education/library/

To learn more about the Orthodox Faith, peak to Father Panayiotis and he will guide you.
Email him at frpanayiotis@holytransfiguration.info to schedule an appointment.
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Readings of the Sixth Sunday after Pascha—Sunday of the Blind Man
Avayvaopata Kogroxilg Tod Tugpiod

Ioalewv Twv AMOOTOAWV TO AVAYVWO U

‘Ev Taig Nuéparg kelvaig, EYEVETO TOPEVOUEV®V
NUOV TGV ATTOOTOAWYV E€ig TPOCTELYNV TASioKNV
Twva Exovoav mvedpa [TH0wvog dmavtioat Huiv,
TG épyaciav TOMNV TapEIXEV TOIC KLPIOIG AVTHC
pavtevopévn. At katakohovBotoa 1@ TTadvAgp
Kai uiv Ekpadle Aéyovoa: OvTot oi dvOpwitot
S0odA01 Tod Oeod ToD VYPIoTOV €ioiv, oitiveg
KatayysAovotv VUiV 680V owtnpiag. Todto &
gmoiel £mi moAAGg Nuépag. AlastovnBeig 8¢ ITadAog
Kai émotpépag ¢ mvevuatt eine Hapayyéhw
oo1 £&v ovopatt Tnood Xprotod £EeABeiv am' avtiig:
kai ERABev avTi i dpa. T8ovTeg 6¢ oi kuplot
avTig T £EfABeV 1| ATTIG Tiig £pyaoiag avTdv
g¢mAafopevor tov Iladrov kai tov Tidav gilkvoav
eig v dyopav &mi Tovg dpyYovTag, Kai
TPOOAYAYOVTEG AVTOVE TOIG OTPATIYOIC ELTTOV*
OvTol 01 &VOPWITOL EKTAPACOOLOIY NUDY THV TTOALY
‘TovSaiol VITGPYOVTES, Kai KaTayyéAovoty £0n
ovk £€eomiv UiV mapadéyecBat ovde moieiv
Pwuaiog ovot. Kai ovvenéotn 6 dxAog kat'
AVTAV, KAl 0l OTPATNYOL TTEPIPHEAVTES AVDTAV T
ipdtia gxéAevov pafdicerv, moAAGg Te smBévteg
avToig MANYag EBarov eig puAAKiV,
TTAPAYYEIAAVTES TH OEOUOPOAAKL ATPAADE TN PETV
avTovg O¢ TapayyeAiav TolanTny einewg,
EBaiev avTovg €ig TNV E0MTEPAV PUAAKNV KAL TOVG
m68ag noPaiioato avtdv &ig to EvAov. Katda 8¢ to
peoovokTiov ITadAog kai Xihag mpooevyopevol
Buvouv 1oV Oedv EmnKkpodVTO 8¢ avT®dV ol
Séopor dpvw 8¢ oe10U0g £YEVETO péyag HoTe
oaievOivan ta Bepéha 10d Seopwtnpiov,
ave@yOnoav te mapaypiua ai Bopar taocar, kai
vtV o deopud avedn. "E€umvog 8¢ yevouevog 6
deopo@oAag kai ibav avemyuévag tag Bvpag tig
(PUAAKTG, OTTACAUEVOG TNV payalpav EUeAIeV
£QUTOV AVAIPETV, VOUI{WV EKITEPEVYEVAL TOVG
deopiovg. E@pdvnoe 6¢ @wvii peydAn 6 IavAog
Aéywv: Mndiv mpang oeautd Kakov: dmavteg
Yap éouev £vBade. Aitoag 8¢ pdTa eioemmdnoe,
Kai EVIpouog yevouevog mpooémneoev Td ITavAg
Kai @ Zidg, kai Tpoayayov avtovg EEm £
Koprot, ti pe 8¢l moteiv iva 0wbd; Oi 6¢ eimov:
[Tiotevoov i Tov Kvplov ‘Inoodv, kai cwbnion ov
Kai 6 0ik6g oov. Kai EAdAnoav adtd tov Adyov tod
Kvpiov kai mtéot toig €v i) oikig avtod. Kai
sapaAafov avtovg év Ekeivn Ti dpa TG VUKTOC
EAOVOEV GO TOV TANY®V, Kai £Pamtiodn avtog
KOl 01 AOTOD TAVTEG TAPAYPTLA, AVAYAYDV TE
avTovg €i¢ TOV oikov avTod apédnke Tpamelav,
Kai NYOAAGOATO TTAVOIKEL TETMOTEVKAC TG Oed.

From the Acts of the Apostles (16.16-34)

In those days, as we were going to the place of
prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a
spirit of divination and brought her owners
much gain by soothsaying. She followed Paul
and us, crying, "These men are servants of the
Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of
salvation." And this she did for many days. But
Paul was annoyed, and turned and said to the
spirit, "I charge you in the name of Jesus Christ to
come out of her." And it came out that very hour.
But when her owners saw that their hope of gain
was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and
dragged them into the market place before the
rulers; and when they had brought them to the
magistrates they said, "These men are Jews and
they are disturbing our city. They advocate
customs which it is not lawful for us Romans to
accept or practice." The crowd joined in
attacking them; and the magistrates tore the
garments off them and gave orders to beat them
with rods. And when they had inflicted many
blows upon them, they threw them into prison,
charging the jailer to keep them safely. Having
received this charge, he put them into the inner
prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. But
about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and
singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them, and suddenly there was a great
earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison
were shaken; and immediately all the doors were
opened and every one's fetters were unfastened.
When the jailer woke and saw that the prison
doors were open, he drew his sword and was
about to kill himself, supposing that the
prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried with a
loud voice, "Do not harm yourself, for we are all
here." And he called for lights and rushed in,
and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul
and Silas, and brought them out and said, "Men,
what must I do to be saved?" And they said,
"Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved,
you and your household." And they spoke the
word of the Lord to him and to all that were in
his house. And he took them the same hour of
the night, and washed their wounds, and he was
baptized at once, with all his family. Then he
brought them up into his house, and set food
before them; and he rejoiced with all his
household that he had believed in God.



’Ex toU kata Twavvnv ayiov Evayyeiiov (67 1-38)
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From the Holy Gospel according to John (9.1-38)

In those days, as Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind
from his birth. And his disciples asked him, "Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?" Jesus answered, "It was not that this man
sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God
might be made manifest in him. We must work the
works of him who sent me, while it is day; night
comes, when no one can work. Aslong as I am in the
world, I am the light of the world." As he said this, he
spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and
anointed the man's eyes with the clay, saying to him,
"Go, wash in the pool of Silo'am" (which means Sent).
So he went and washed and came back seeing. The
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a
beggar, said, "Is not this the man who used to sit and
beg?" Some said, "It is he"; others said, "No, but he is
like him." He said, "I am the man." They said to him,
"Then how were your eyes opened?" He answered,
"The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my
eyes and said to me, “Go to Silo'am and wash'; so I
went and washed and received my sight." They said
to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not know." They
brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly
been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus
made the clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees
again asked him how he had received his sight. And
he said to them, "He put clay on my eyes, and I
washed, and I see." Some of the Pharisees said, "This
man is not from God, for he does not keep the
sabbath." But others said, "How can a man who is a
sinner do such signs?" There was a division among
them. So they again said to the blind man, "What do
you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?"
He said, "He is a prophet." The Jews did not believe
that he had been blind and had received his sight,
until they called the parents of the man who had
received his sight, and asked them, "Is this your son,
who you say was born blind? How then does he now
see?" His parents answered, "We know that this is
our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now
sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his
eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself."
His parents said this because they feared the Jews, for
the Jews had already agreed that if any one should
confess him to be Christ, he was to be put out of the
synagogue. Therefore his parents said, "He is of age,
ask him." So for the second time they called the man
who had been blind, and said to him, "Give God the
praise; we know that this man is a sinner." He
answered, "Whether he is a sinner, I do not know; one
thing I know, that though I was blind, now I see."
They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he
open your eyes?" He answered them, "I have told you
already, and you would not listen. Why do you want
to hear it again? Do you too want to become his
disciples?" And they reviled him, saying, "You are his
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that
God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do
not know where he comes from." The man answered,
"Why, this is a marvel! You do not know where he
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know
that God does not listen to sinners, but if any one is a
worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to
him. Never since the world began has it been heard
that any one opened the eyes of a man born blind. If
this man were not from God, he could do nothing."
They answered him, "You were born in utter sin, and
would you teach us?" And they cast him out. Jesus
heard that they had cast him out, and having found
him he said, "Do you believe in the Son of man?" He
answered, "And who is he, sir, that I may believe in
him?" Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and it
is he who speaks to you." He said, "Lord, I believe";
and he worshiped him.



Parish Council On Duty: Chérie Cookorinis/Philip George
Greeters On Duty: Marietta Greek Festival
Ushers On Duty: Harry Mavromatidis

Prosforo Bakers: Laura Kwiatkowski/Kim Moustoukas/Maro Neocleous/Kally Niarchos

Sun. May 17

Mon. May 18

Tue. May 19

Wed. May 20

Thu. May 21

Sat. May 23

Sun. May 24

Sunday of the Blind Man

8:15 am Orthros
9:30 am Divine Liturgy
11:00 am Marietta Greek Festival

Church Office Closed

10:45 am Kafenion-PLC Upper Atrium

7:00 pm Mixed Choir Practice

10:00 am Chair Exercise Class-PLC Classroom #127
6:00 pm Great Vespers

7:00 pm Youth Group (GOYA)

Feast of the Ascension of Christ | Saints Constantine & Helen
9:00 am Orthros

10:00 am Divine Liturgy

11:30 am Parea General Meeting/Luncheon-PLC Banquet Hall

7:00 pm Men’s Choir Practice
10:00 am Brown Baptism (Helena)
10:00 am Cartersville Orthodox Mission Divine Liturgy-St. Francis of

Assisi Catholic Church; 850 Douthit Rd; Cartersville, GA
10:00 am Life and Faith Transitions Group-Online

1:00 pm Wedding of Tessa & Ihor
3:30 pm Branov Baptism (Elena)
5:00 pm Great Vespers

Sunday of the First Ecumenical Council
8:45 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

A 6 year Memorial Service is given for Demetrius Lymberopoulos by his wife,

Dora Lymberopoulos and the Zoheir family, Effie & Rachid (daughter & son-in-law) and
Sofia, Nadia and Joseph (grandchildren). May his memory be eternal!

Mon. May 25

Tue. May 26

Wed. May 27

12:30 pm Fellowship Coffee Hour-PLC Banquet Hall
3:00 pm Rental: Graduation Party

Church Office Closed-Memorial Day

10:45 am Kafenion-PLC Upper Atrium
4:30 pm Rental: Les Marmitons of Atlanta
7:00 pm Mixed Choir Practice

10:00 am Chair Exercise Class-PLC Classroom #127
7:00 pm Youth Group (GOYA)

See full calendar for the rest of the schedule: www.holytransfiguration.info/calendar



http://www.holytransfiguration.info/calendar

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Adult Catechism and Bible Study:

— Intro to Orthodoxy starts on Wed. June 3 and
continues every Wednesday through Aug. 26
(except Aug. 5). Fr. John will lead the meeting in
Classroom #130 from 7:00-8:30 pm.

— Bible Study (Colossians) starts on Wed. Aug.
19 and continues every Wednesday through Sept.
16 (except for Aug. 26). Fr. John will lead the
meeting in the PLC Library from 11:00 am-12:30
pm.

TOA Come Teach with Us: Transfiguration
Orthodox Academy is hiring & also accepting new
students. Please scan above QR code to access
flyer on Ministry News page.

Cartersville Divine Liturgy: All are invited to the
Orthodox Divine Liturgy in Cartersville, GA on
Sat. May 23 at 10:00 am at St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church; 850 Douthit Ferry Rd;
Cartersville, GA 30120.

AHEPA Celebration of Education: Save the Date
Sat. Jun. 6 for AHEPA’s 3rd Annual Fundraiser.
Please scan above QR code to access flyer.

Vacation Church School Camp: Mark your
calendars. Mon.-Fri., Jun. 22-26. Theme: Behold
the Light! Early Registration ends May 14.
Please scan above QR code to access flyer on
Ministry News page.

TOA Offering Middle School Courses:
Transfiguration Orthodox Academy is excited to
offer new Middle School Courses in Math, Science,
Composition, and History. Please scan above QR
code to access flyer on Ministry News page.

Save the Date: The evening of Sat. Aug. 22,
honoring Father Panayiotis’ Retirement,
immediately following Vespers. More details to
come!

RECURRING MINISTRY EVENTS

Catechism (Youth PreK-12th grade): Classes
meet on Sundays in the classrooms of the PLC
following Communion. ALL CHILDREN MUST BE
REGISTERED! Register online, https://

holytransfiguration.info/ministries/education/
catechism/

Chair Exercise Program: Our next meeting will
be Wed. May 20, at 10:00 am in PLC Classroom
#127. Please text Ann Zakreski at 770.329.7421 if
you plan to come.

GOYA: For rising 6th-graders thru High schoolers.
Weekly meetings for fun and fellowship on
Wednesdays. Contact
goya@holytransfiguration.info to join our email
list. Next meeting May 20.

Greek School: The 2025-2026 school year has
ended. Details for the 2026-2027 school year
coming soon.

Hellenic Dance: Final day of festival dances.
Email Paulina Vastakis at
hellenicdance@holytransfiguration.info with
questions.

Life and Faith Transitions Group: Join us as We
Discover Christ in the Psalms. Upcoming Session
via Zoom: Sat. May 23. For info & Zoom invite
reach out to BJ at 404-771-9335 or
spanosbj@gmail.com.

Mixed Choir: Next practice Tues. May 19 from
7:00-9:00 p.m. in the Church.

Men’s Choir: Next practice Thu. May 21 & 28
from 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Church. Singing the
Divine Liturgy on Sun. May 24 & 31.

Parea: Our next meeting is on Thu. May 21. Join
us as all are welcome.

Philoptochos 2026 Membership Drive: renew or
join for the first time, https://
holytransfiguration.info/philoptochos

Philoptochos Book Club: Calling ALL Book
Lovers! Come join the Philoptochos Book Club! We
meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 11 am
in the PLC Library followed by optional lunch out.
ALL book lover readers are welcomed to come.
NEXT MEETING - Tue. Sept. 1, at 11:00 am.
Book - My Friends by Frederick Bachman.

Spiritual Book Club: We are reading Everyday
Saints (will be available week after festival). Join
us on Mon. June 15 at 7pm in the PLC Library
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Email mgavalas@holytransfiguration.info to
register. Scan above QR code to access flyer.

Young Adults in their 20’s and 30’s meet twice a
month for continuing education & fellowship.
Want to learn more? Join the HTGOC Young
Adults GroupMe chat for notifications on events.
Contact Fr. Michael

(frchri: olytransfiguration.info) or Ministry

Lead (youngadults@holytransfiguration.info).

Next meeting: Sun. June 14 (Second Sunday).
LINKS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

2026 Annual Membership Campaign: see the
Stewardship section to learn more.

Request a Home Visit with Clergy or Pastoral
Assistant: Are you or someone you know unable
to attend church due to illness or some other
reason? Would you or someone you know like a
visit from a member of our clergy team or lay
volunteer? If so, please scan or click the QR code
to fill out a form and we will do our very best to
arrange times to visit! Scan QR code (on left page)
to access further details on Ministry News page.

Driver Ministry: The Driver Ministry is here to
support our parish family by offering
transportation to those who need assistance
getting to: Medical or personal appts., Grocery
stores & errands, Church services & parish
events, & other essential local needs. This
ministry is open to any parishioner who may
benefit from a little extra help. We are also warmly
welcoming volunteer drivers who feel called to
serve. Even one ride a month can make a
meaningful difference in someone's life. If you or
someone you know needs a ride or want to
volunteer please contact Eleni Reese,
elenireese@gmail.com, or 630-854-2174.

Philoptochos Assistance: If you or someone
who's part of your community is in need,
Philoptochos is here to help. Please contact Jamie
Hughes at 770-710-7733 or
jahughes421@gmail.com for details.

Phishing Scam Awareness: The church (priests,
staff, Parish Council, ministry leads) will NEVER

email or text you asking for you to buy gift cards
or send money for any reason. If you receive such
a message, IT IS A SCAM. Please disregard the
request and report it to the church office
(office@holytransfiguration.info or
770-924-8080). Always verify requests for
financial assistance through direct

communication with the church office. Protect
yourself, your personal information, fellow
parishioners, & the church by being cautious of
these fraudulent attempts.

Fellowship/Coffee Hour Sponsorship is a great
way to honor someone's birthday, nameday,
memory, or a significant event with your church
family. For ministries, it is a great opportunity to
bring awareness to your group and gain
members. Reserve your date by scanning or
clicking the QR code. Scan QR code (on left page)
to access further details on Ministry News page.

Parish Life Committee Seeks Team Members!
Parish Life, the behind-the-scenes group that
brings the community together, is looking for
volunteers to help with Sunday coffee hour and
other events. Please contact:

Eleni: EReese@holytransfiguration.info
Cherie: CCookorinis@holytransfiguration.info
Lela: LBridgers@holytransfiguration.info

Youth Ministries Registration: Registration for
our 2025-2026 youth ministries (Catechism,
Hellenic Dance, HOPE & JOY, GOYA) is
mandatory for youth to participate in these
ministries. Register online via the Catechism
webpage, Youth section, https://
holytransfiguration.info/ministries/

education/catechism/

BEYOND HOLY T.
Scan QR code on previous page to access flyers
on Ministry News page.

e Orthodox Parish Webinar: What Makes a Parish
Council Healthy? — May 18

e St. Stephen’s Summer Camp registration is
open.

e Festival of Faith: May 22-24

¢ 2026 Clergy-Laity Congress

e College Outreach by Metropolis of Atlanta
Philoptochos

¢ Faith Endowment Scholarships: due June 26

e The Liturgical Arts Academy: Aug. 23-29

XpLotog
Aveotn

Chust s Hisor
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Building Up the Body of Chwist -

€ STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY

SO YOU KNOW

GENERAL FUND (GF) INCOME AND
EXPENSES

01/01/26-04/30/26

Stewardship Contributions: $310,511
Other GF Income: $111,379
Total GF Income $421,890

Total GF Expenses: —$418,817

Net General Fund Loss: —$3,073

2026 STEWARDSHIP REPORT
AS OF 05/13/26

Stewardship Shortfall: [ LI

2026 STEWARDSHIP
CAMPAIGN

How to submit your 2026
Membership/Stewardship Card:

1. PAPER: Grab a paper Stewardship
form from a Parish Council member in
the Narthex on Sunday. You may mail
back the completed paper form to the
Church or drop the completed form in
the offering tray.

2. ONLINE: You may complete the
Online Membership/Stewardship Form
on the website’s Stewardship page
(https:/ /holytransfiguration.info

join/).
3. SCAN: use this QR
Lk E code. Simply point your
—=' camera at the QR code
= and click the yellow link
that appears in the
image frame.

KEEP UP TO DATE ON MINISTRY NEWS

1. To keep up with events digitally, please register with our email database if you haven't
already at https://tinyurl.com/yudcpubr. If you're on our list, make sure you've added

office@holytransfiguration.info to your safe senders list and contact list.

2. Ministry News is emailed every Wednesday complete with flyers and details En e

about special events, recurring ministries, and events beyond Holy
Transfiguration. Scan the QR code on the right to access the most recent

email.

3. The Church Website has an up-to-date calendar and ministry pages and can
be found at https://holytransfiguration.info.

4. Weekend Email with livestream links and a weekend schedule reminder goes out every

Friday.

5. Check out the Ministry Bulletin Boards on the upper and lower level of the Parish Life

Center for details about upcoming events.
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4 )

Orthodox Christians who have prepared spiritually are invited to come
forward “with the fear of God, with faith, and with love” to receive Holy
Communion. Non-Orthodox Christians may receive the blessed bread
(antidoron) offered at the conclusion of the service, but not Holy Communion.
They may come up to receive a blessing during Holy Communion if they wish.
Preparation for Holy Communion includes confession of sins (even of sinful
thoughts) and repentance, making peace with those around us, forgiving those
who hurt us, asking for forgiveness from those we have hurt, and prayer. There

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION

is a special set of prayers called "Preparation for Holy Communion" to help
prepare. If you have further questions regarding the proper preparation for

Holy Communion, please speak with Fr. Panayiotis.

\_

J

A Link to Baptism

The cure of the blind man also symbolizes man-
kind’s means for its recovery from its blindness.
It symbolizes the Sacrament of Baptism. Bap-
tism is called holy enlightenment. Those who
have been recently baptized are called the newly
enlightened. This gospel from Saint John was
read in the ancient Church on Holy Saturday
when Catechumens were baptized. As this man
is cured of his blindness when he washes in the
waters of the pool of Siloam, as Jesus tells him to
do, so are we brought out of darkness into a new
life when we are baptized as Christ instructed us
to be. Jesus restores His creation, mankind, with
the potential to become what it was meant to be
before the fall of Adam.

We also hear in the reading that after this man
was cured many of those who knew him before
did not recognize him. He is still the same man

but something has significantly changed about
him. He is no longer blind. So when we are il-
luminated we are also new persons, though our
outward appearance might be the same. To sym-
bolize this newness a white garment is put on us
to show the purity with which we start this new
existence. We must, however, become different
and unrecognizable in our inward and outward
actions also. We must manifest our new exis-
tence to those around us through these actions.
We must radiate this new found light to others
by the way we live our lives. We must say to the
world, “I am he who was blind but now my eyes
are opened” Credit must be given to Him who
has cured us of our darkness by living our lives
according to the lessons of the illumination we
have received and the continued guidance we get
with the reception of the Holy Spirit.
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